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Contact: Alan Casso 617-972-8300 ext 22 acasso@revels.org  (JPEGS Available)

ENGLAND’S MELLSTOCK BAND JOINS THOMAS HARDY-INSPIRED CHRISTMAS REVELS FOR18 PERFORMANCES, DECEMBER 12-14, 18-22 & 27-30, AT SANDERS THEATRE, CAMBRIDGE

A beloved family holiday tradition returns as the Revels’ 38th annual winter solstice fete’ looks to Thomas Hardy and rural England for its holiday inspiration…

This winter, The Christmas Revels travels to Thomas Hardy’s beloved Wessex as we celebrate the solstice with familiar carols, anthems and rounds, country dances and West Gallery music, a seriously funny mummers play, thrilling morris dancing, and lots of old favorites in “novel” settings - and you’re encouraged to sing along!

 “Church meets Tavern” in this year’s annual holiday celebration, loosely based on the characters and setting created by Thomas Hardy in Under the Greenwood Tree.

The Mellstock Band are this year’s featured guest artists and tradition bearers – four renowned singers from England, replete with motley string and wind instruments including the notorious bass “serpent”.  Joining them in our 80-member ensemble will be our own lusty Village Quire, The Casterbridge Children, The Pinewoods Morris Men, Cambridge Symphonic Brass Ensemble, actors Richard Snee (“Sankta” in the 2006 “German” Christmas Revels) and Tim Sawyer, musician Bruce Randall, soloist Mary Casey, and musician and song leader David Coffin.

The Christmas Revels this year features both sacred and “village” music, poetry and stories, and old favorites like the ancient Abbots Bromley Horn Dance, Susan Cooper’s poem, The Shortest Day, The Boars Head Carol, the topsy-turvy Lord of Misrule, and Revels’ rousing and participatory signature piece, The Lord of the Dance, which is guaranteed to have you singing – and dancing - through the aisles!

The Christmas Revels (18 Performances)

Patrick Swanson, stage director; George Emlen, music director
Friday          
December 12         
7:30pm 

Saturday         
December 13         
3:00pm & 7:30pm

Sunday            
December 14       
*1:00pm & * 5:30pm
* ASL Interpreted 

Thursday         
December 18       
*7:30pm                         

Friday              
December 19         
7:30pm   

Saturday          
December 20        
3:00pm & 7:30pm    

Sunday            
December 21         
1:00pm & 5:30pm

Monday           
December 22         
7:30pm

Saturday          
December 27         
3:00pm & 7:30pm

Sunday            
December 28         
1:00pm & 5:30pm

Monday          
December 29      
7:30pm


Tuesday          
December 30          
1:00pm  

Tickets:  Adults: $52, $42, $25: Children under 12: $42, $32, $15    

                                                 (more)

4 Ways to Order Tickets
1) Online at www.revels.org and http://www.fas.harvard.edu/~tickets/  
2) By phone: 617-496-2222 (Tuesday – Sunday 12-6pm)

3) In-Person: Harvard Box Office, 1350 Mass Ave. Cambridge (same hours)

4) Order by Mail (download a PDF at www.revels.org)

Group Sales: Groups of 20 or more call Alan at 617-972-8300 x 22

Theater Location:  Sanders Theatre is located in Harvard University’s Memorial Hall, 45 Quincy Street in Cambridge, MA.   Free Parking for The Christmas Revels is available at the nearby Broadway Garage.  Nearest T stop is Harvard Square on the Red Line. 

DINNER PACKAGE! Revels and UpStairs on the Square in Harvard Square offer a festive Christmas Revels Dinner Package (tickets and fixed-price meal). View the menus at www.revels.org
“INSIDE REVELS” DISCUSSIONS: 

Four free pre-show talks in Sanders Theatre (Public Invited/No Tickets Required) 

December 19 & 20 at 6:15pm: BSO musician Douglas Yeo and Mellstock Band member Phil Humphries on “The Serpent” 

December 27 at 6:15pm & December 28 at 4:15pm: Sacred Harp and Shape-Note authority Steve Marini on the music that informed Thomas Hardy’s novels and this year’s Christmas Revels
For more information call 617-972-8300 or visit www.revels.org
The Christmas Revels is sponsored, in part, by the Massachusetts Cultural Council, a state agency, WBZ NewsRadio1030, TV38, Boston Metro, WBUR-FM, Titan Worldwide-Boston, The Boston Phoenix and the Boston Parents’ Paper. 
**********************************************************About Revels: Founded in 1971 by musician and educator John Langstaff, Revels produces large-scale seasonal and community celebrations drawing on traditional music, dance, rituals, and folktales from around the world.   The Christmas Revels: In Celebration of the Winter Solstice will be performed in these locations in 2008: Cambridge, MA; Hanover, NH, Houston, TX, Tacoma, WA; Washington, DC; Oakland, CA; Portland, OR; and Boulder, CO and Santa Barbara, CA. Revels also produces the annual SummersDay Revels in Boston with the Friends of Fort Point Channel and the annual RiverSing along the Charles River in Boston and Cambridge, in collaboration with the Charles River Conservancy.  Revels touring ensemble, Revels Repertory Company offers seasonal music programs available for bookings throughout southern New England.  Besides seasonal Pub Sings and a Salon Series, Revels is the producer of 22 music CDs (4 songbooks, a chorale series and educational materials) and offers fun educational workshops for children based on Spring and Fall traditions. For more, visit us at www.revels.org!
